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HANGAR DANCE – SATURDAY, 2 OCTOBER 2004

Preparations for the Hangar Dance are now complete and it won’t be long now to have a great time  with your fellow unit members.  Wear comfortable shoes for an evening of dancing and enjoy the sounds of the Kenny I Orchestra.  Remember they will be playing songs from the big band sounds and also today’s great music.  Our Wing Commander wants it to be an enjoyable evening for you and your guest(s).   And it’s all FREE!    Time:  1800 to 2200 hours.  Remember that heavy hors d’oeuvres will be available.

Free Packing Materials

The United States Postal Service is offering free packing materials to spouses and families of military members who are deployed overseas.  To take advantage of this service call:  1-800-610-8734 and press 1 (for English and then 3 for an operator)  and they will send you free boxes, packing materials, tape and mailing labels.  These products are to be used to mail care packages to service members.  Postal Service recommends mailing by November 1, 2004 to make overseas delivery by December 25th.

New Federal Law Check-21

A new federal law “Check 21,” goes into effect 28 October 2004, which takes away you’re ability to get back your original paper checks.  Under this law, consumers may be more likely to bounce checks and may find themselves paying higher bank fees.  All checks will be cleared electronically within minutes to include nights and weekends.

How “Check 21” will affect consumers:

· You won’t be able to get your original paper checks back, because your bank will no longer have them.

· Checks you write will clear sooner, increasing the risk that a check will bounce if funds are not in the account, when you write the check.  Don’t write a check unless the funds are already in the account to cover it.

· You may not get access to the funds from checks you deposit any sooner, because they new law does not shorten check hold times.  After 30 months, there must be a study on whether banks are making funds available to consumers earlier than the allowable hold periods.

· Banks will save money on processing checks, but banks are not required to share these savings with consumers.

For more information on Check 21, visit the links below:

http://www.consumersunion.org/finance/ckclear1002.htm
http://www.federalreserve.gov/paymentsystems/truncation/default.htm
EMPLOYER SUPPORT OF THE GUARD AND RESERVE (ESGR)

Airmen returning from deployment encountering problems with their employers or airmen about to deploy with questions regarding their jobs when they return should direct their concerns to the New Jersey Committee for Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve.  The point of contact is:

MSG (Ret) Hank Pierre

Executive Assistant, ESGR

NJ Dept. of Military & Veterans Affairs

Post Office Box 340

Trenton, NJ  08625-0340

Email:  hank.Pierre@njdmava.state.nj.us
Tel:  609-530-6879 Fax:  609-530-7191

SAFEGUARD YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION

Most identity theft involves the U. S. Mail.  That’s why the U. S. Postal Inspection is a lead agency in investigating incidents of identity theft.

What is identity theft?

Identity theft occurs when a crook steals key pieces of personal identifying information, which may include a name, address, date of birth, Social Security number, and mother’s maiden name, to gain access to a person’s financial accounts.  Armed with this information, an identity thief may open new credit or financial accounts, buy cars, apply for loans or Social Security benefits, rent an apartment, or set up utility and phone service—in someone else’s name.

Add these tips to your “must do” list to protect your identity:

1. Don’t leave mail in your mailbox overnight or on weekends.

2. Deposit mail in U. S. Postal Service collection boxes.

3. Tear up or better yet shred unwanted documents that contain personal information.

4. Review your consumer credit report annually. 

Report credit card fraud to one of the major credit reporting agencies, either online or by phone.  (Due to a recent change designed to help consumers, you can report the incident to any of the three agencies, as they now share a common database.)

Equifax:  800-525-6285

www.equifax.com
Experian:  888-297-3742

www.experian.com
TransUnion:  800-680-7289

www.transunion.com
New Jersey residents are eligible to receive one free credit report per year.

Wet sites for credit card companies:

Discover:  www.discovercard.com/discover/data/products
MasterCard:  www.mastercard.com/education/fraud
Visa:  www.usa.visa.com/personal
Identity theft:  How bad people get good credit

177th Family Readiness Center

400 Langley Road, Egg Harbor Township, NJ  08234-9500

Toll Free 888.859.0352  Commercial 609.645.6248

Email:  family.support@njatla.ang.af.mil
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